
2020 Summer Reading for AP/Dual Credit Senior English 
 
There are two books to be read over the summer.  
 
Book 1:   
How to Read Poetry Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 
Complete the questions in the packet to be turned in the first week of school. There will be a 
test over Book 1 during the first week of school that will include an essay over a poem.  
 
This is an outstanding guide to reading poetry. It will be useful if you can purchase a copy of the book 
since we will be referring back to it throughout the year. 
 
Book 2:  
You may choose either of these two contemporary novels for Book 2.  
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by Mark Haddon (2003) 
OR 
Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro (2005) 
 
Complete Chapter Guides for 20 chapters from the novel of your choice, including the first and last 
chapters, over the novel you choose to read. The completed pages over your chosen novel are 
due the first week of school along with a playlist of 10 songs you will choose for the main 
character with a brief explanation of why the character would like that particular song. Be 
prepared to discuss the chapters and share the playlist with the class the first week of school. There 
will be a test over Book 2 the second week of school that will include an essay over the book.  
 
You may be able to access either of these books through the local library. It will be helpful to have a 
copy to bring to class the second week of school, but you will not need to purchase a copy for the 
school year.  
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime is a clever literary mystery written from the point of 
view of an autistic young man. Never Let Me Go is a romantic dystopian science fiction novel from the 
point of view of a young woman. Both novels are award winning examples of contemporary British 
literature.  
 
The supply list for class next year: 
 
Gel pens (We will be using these pens to annotate stories and poems throughout the year.) 
2 black 
2 blue 
2 pink 
2 purple 
2 green 
2 red 
 
#2 pencils 
2 composition books 
1½” binder 
College ruled paper—1 pack 
Post it Flags and/or Sticky Notes for annotating books as you read. I use flags to remind myself of 
important points or passages. I use sticky notes when I want to write out annotations to remember.  
 


