
SEARCH FIRM HIRED/CONSULTANTS NAMED 
 
The Board of Regents is pleased to announce that we have engaged The 
Education Group, a national head search firm based in Nashville, Tennessee. 
Founded over thirty years ago, TEG placed Dr. Summerhill at Ascension 
Academy twelve years ago. 
 
Dave Davies and Marci McLean will work with the search committee from the 
recruitment phase through the appointment and through the Head’s first year 
through their transition services. 
 
In his forty-two years in independent schools, Dave has served as a Head of 
School, Interim Head of School, Assistant Head, and Head of Upper School. 
In addition, he has taught, coached, served as a dorm parent, directed a 
college guidance office, and held numerous other administrative roles. Dave 
has held leadership positions in Episcopal, Methodist, and non-religiously 
affiliated institutions. Dave was founding Upper School Head at Parish 
Episcopal School in Dallas, TX. Dave has served on numerous boards 
including Preston Hollow Presbyterian School, the Georgia Independent 
Schools Association, and the Pennsylvania Association of Private Academic 
Schools (now PAIS). Dave has chaired accreditation teams in four different 
states and has served on twenty visiting committees. A graduate of Wilkes 
University with a BS in biology and MS in Education, Dave earned a second 
Master’s degree from the Graduate School of Education at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 
 
Marci McLean has over 30 years of experience in independent schools having 
been a parent, a volunteer, a board member and an administrator. From 1999 
– 2009 Marci was the Director of Admission at Parish Episcopal School in 
Dallas Texas. While at Parish she participated in the planning of a grade 
expansion that included the addition of a middle and upper school to what was 
then an elementary school and led the effort to increase the School’s 
enrollment from 400 to 1150 students.  From 2009 – 2019 Marci was Parish’s 
Chief Advancement Officer where she had responsibility for the areas of 



admissions, enrollment management, fundraising, communication and alumni 
relations. She has led two capital campaigns raising over $50 million, and had 
responsibility for many annual fund campaigns. In 2017 she obtained the 
CFRE (Certified Fundraising Executive) certification. Marci has served on 
several administrative, strategic and long-range planning committees. She 
has also served on the Board of Trustees of two independent schools. Prior to 
joining Parish Episcopal School, Marci was a practicing attorney spending the 
majority of her career as Assistant General Counsel for S & A Restaurant 
Corp., a restaurant chain owning over 300 restaurants.  
 
Dave Davies - dave@educationgroup.com 
Marci McLean - marci@educationgroup.com 
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